
World Geography 
Population Patterns and Processes 
 
Population Tools 

o Population Pyramids: Define Cohort. Know characteristics of the male and female 
populations of an area. Be able to interpret pyramid shapes (fast growth, slow growth, 
negative growth) and reasons for population anomalies. 

 
o Demographic Transition Model: Identify and explain the different stages of the DTM.  

 
Population Concepts 

o Fertility: Define Total Fertility Rate and Crude Birth Rate. Know and understand how 
different factors affect fertility, including: age, gender, cultural beliefs and practices, socio-
economic status, etc.  

 
o Mortality: Define Crude Death Rate and the J-Curve. Know and understand how different 

factors affect mortality, including: age, gender, cultural beliefs and practices, socio-economic 
status, etc. 

 
o Population Growth: Define Rate of Natural Increase and population doubling time (rule of 

70). Be able to calculate the RNI of an area. Be able to calculate the doubling time of an area. 
 

o Life Expectancy: Define life expectancy. Explain how life expectancy changes over the 
course of an individual’s lifetime. 

 
o Anti-Natalist Policies: Explain how and why different governments have implemented 

policies and programs to decrease the birth rates and fertility rates of their countries. Identify 
the unintended consequences of these actions. 

 
o Pro-natalist Policies: Explain how and why different governments look to increase the birth 

rate of their countries. 
 

Migration Concepts 
o Migration: Define Immigration, Emigration, push factors and pull factors. Be able to give or 

identify examples of push and pull factors. 
 
o Migration Patterns: Identify and explain migration patterns at the international, national, and 

statewide scales. Explain Rural-Urban migration and counterurbanization. 
 
o Migration Concepts: Define Step Migration, Distance Decay, Intervening Opportunity, and 

Intervening Obstacle. Explain (with examples) how each concept affects population 
migration and settlement patterns. 

 
o Involuntary Migration: Define Forced Migration and Refugees. Explain how each of these 

affects population migration and settlement. Use specific examples 
 
o Understand the issues surrounding immigration policy in the United States. Explain the 

positive and negative consequences of immigration in the US. Understand the issues 
surrounding illegal immigation 


