Hierarchy of Cities

The importance of a city is determined more by its function and connections to the larger world than by its population. 

World Cities


World cities have the most extensive social, cultural, political, and economic 


connections and importance.


Three Types of World Cities



Dominant: NYC, London, Tokyo



Major: LA, Chicago, Paris



Secondary: San Francisco, Washington DC, Houston

Command and Control Centers


Command and Control Centers have extensive social, cultural, political, 


and economic connections and importance within a country or region


Two Types of Command and Control Centers



Regional: Denver, Phoenix, Philadelphia, Atlanta



Sub-regional: Okla. City, Salt Lake City, Birmingham

Specialty Centers


Centered around specific industries 


Two types of Specialty Centers



Government and Education: Madison WI, Raleigh-Durham NC



Functional: Pittsburgh (steel), San Jose (computers)

Dependent Centers


One industry that is usually dependent on semi-skilled or unskilled labor in 


industries whose decisions are made in regional centers or world centers


Four Types of Dependent Centers



Resort/Retirement: Orlando FL, Las Vegas NV



Manufacturing: Gary IN, Buffalo NY



Military: Colorado Springs CO, San Diego CA



Mining: Charleston WV, Duluth MN

